AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
OUTLINE
Profession of Faith
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Prayer
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Commitment

Blessing

Presentation of Gifts

Welcome

Baptismal Remembrance

Central elements of the rite are designated by bold face letters; other elements support and reveal the essential shape of the rite.

SHAPE OF THE RITE

Although a person is baptized once in a lifetime, the gifts of baptism are continually renewed in the lives of God’s people. In addition to a daily return to baptism in remembrance and thanksgiving, affirmation of baptism is a rite that may be used to mark significant milestones in the journey of the individual believer or the community of faith. Those who have been baptized at one time in their life may affirm their baptism as a sign of their renewed participation in the life of the church (public profession of faith), or at the outset of their association with a particular congregation (reception of new members). Those who have been baptized at an early age often come through a period of nurture in the church to an affirmation of their baptism in young adulthood (confirmation). Affirmation of baptism may also be used to mark significant life passages, times of growth in faith, and as a public rite of renewal by a congregation at particular times and seasons (affirmation by the congregation).

During the Sunday service, at the conclusion of the hymn of the day, the pastor and people affirming their baptism gather at the font. The pastor may note briefly the occasion for this affirmation.
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In solidarity with those affirming their faith and as a sign of the ongoing renewal of baptism, the congregation joins in publicly declaring the faith of the Christian church. Individual affirmers are then presented to the congregation by name, and prayer may be offered for them.

The affirmers echo the words of renunciation of evil that were first spoken at their baptism. Through questions and responses that further unfold the meaning of baptism, those affirming baptism commit themselves to continuing in the covenant of baptism with the help of God.

The pastor prays for the blessing of God upon those who are affirming their baptism, echoing the prayer for the Holy Spirit at baptism and asking for a strengthening of the spiritual gifts bestowed in baptism. The pastor may lay hands upon the head of individual affirmers to accompany the blessing, and others who surround them may add a blessing.

In response to the affirmation of baptism, the congregation praises God and offers acclamations to the promises and blessings that have been spoken.

Baptismal remembrance may conclude the affirmation of baptism. Thanksgiving by the whole congregation for the gift of baptism may be expressed in prayer, song, and symbolic action using water in a way that is clearly a reminder rather than an enactment of baptism.
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

Confirmation, Public Profession of Faith, Reception of New Members

Affirmation of Baptism is intended for use with baptized Christians who desire to affirm their baptism in the presence of the congregation: as part of a process of formation in faith in youth or adulthood, as a sign of renewed participation in the life of the church, to mark a significant time in their life, or at the time of beginning their participation in a new congregation.

Those affirming their faith gather with the pastor at the baptismal font. As space allows, parents and other family members, as well as others from the congregation, especially mentors, teachers, and elders may gather near the group at the font. If the congregation is not able to gather around the font, they may be seated for the rite, standing if possible for the confession of faith and the welcome. A baptismal hymn may be sung as people gather.

The pastor may note briefly the occasion for this affirmation.

Profession of Faith

The pastor addresses the congregation:

P
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

1


P
Do you believe in God the Father?


C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,



creator of heaven and earth.


P
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?


C
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,



and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?


C
I believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting. Amen.

2


C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,



creator of heaven and earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,



and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy catholic church,



the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting. Amen.

Presentation

The pastor presents those affirming their baptism using one or more of the following sections:

1
Confirmation


P
Dear friends, we give thanks to God for the gift of baptism



and for name/s, one with us in the body of Christ,



who affirm their baptism this day as a sign of their participation



in the life of this community of faith and its mission in the world.
2
Public profession of faith


P
Dear friends, we give thanks to God for the gift of baptism and for name/s,



one with us in the body of Christ, who affirm their baptism this day.

3
Reception of new members


P
Dear friends, we give thanks to God for the gift of baptism



and for name/s who have come to us from other churches.



We all are received into the church through the sacrament of baptism.



We rejoice to receive you into our fellowship in the gospel at congregation’s name.

Prayer

The pastor may pray in these or similar words:

P
Let us pray.


Merciful God, we thank you for name/s,


whom you have made your own


by water and the word in baptism.


You have called them to yourself,


enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit,


and nourished them in the community of faith.


Uphold your servants as they affirm

the gifts and promises of baptism,


and unite the hearts of all


whom you have brought to new birth


through this holy sacrament.


We ask this in the name of Christ.

C
Amen.
Renunciation of Evil

The pastor addresses those affirming baptism:

P
As you affirm your baptism,


I ask you to reject sin and profess your faith in Christ Jesus.

P
Do you confess that you are a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness and salvation?

Response: I do.

P
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,


the powers of this world that rebel against God,


and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response: I do.

P
Do you believe in God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son of God, and the Holy Spirit?

Response: I do.
P
Do you believe in Jesus Christ dying on the cross to forgive your sin?

Response: I do.

P
Do you turn to Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?

Response: I do.

Commitment

The pastor continues to address those affirming baptism:

P
You have made public profession of your faith in Jesus Christ.


Do you intend to obey him, follow him, worship him,


and to live out your Christian life with all believers in the church:


to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,


to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word, deed, and faithful giving,


to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,


and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Each affirmer responds: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

The pastor addresses the congregation:

P
People of God,


do you promise to support these sisters and brothers

and pray for them in their life in Christ?

C
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Blessing

Those affirming baptism may kneel.

P
Let us pray.


We give you thanks, O God,


that through water and the Holy Spirit


you give us new birth, wash us from sin,


and raise us to eternal life.

C
Amen.
The following blessing may be repeated for each affirmer.

The pastor may lay both hands on the head of each person while speaking the blessing:

P
Stir up in name the gift of your Holy Spirit:


the spirit of wisdom and understanding,


the spirit of counsel and might,


the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,


the spirit of joy in your presence,


both now and forever.

C
Amen.
Presentation of Gifts

A Bible may be given to each person affirming their baptism as the pastor or a representative of thecongregation says one of these or similar words:

PL
Receive this Bible.



Hear God’s word with us.



Honor its commandments.



Rejoice in its good news.



May God’s life-giving word, sweeter than honey,



inspire you and make you wise.

Or, those affirming their faith may be given another appropriate gift by the congregation. The pastor may briefly explain the significance of the gift.

Welcome

Those gathered at the font face the congregation. The pastor or a representative of the congregation welcomes those affirming baptism using one of the following:

1


PL
All praise and glory be to God




who has liberated us from sin and death




by joining us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ,




and given us the wonderful hope of eternal life.




We rejoice with you as you affirm your baptism




as a sign of your participation in the life of this community of faith




and its mission in the world.




We will faithfully care for you




and help you in every way as God gives us opportunity,




that together, just as the branches abide in the vine,




we may bear witness to the faith we profess.


C

Amen.
2


PL
Let us give thanks for those affirming their baptism




as we carry out the life of this Christian community




and its mission in the world.


C

As your sisters and brothers in the body of Christ,




we rejoice with you as you affirm your baptism.




Together let us give praise to God




and bear God’s creative and redeeming Word to all the world.

The affirmation of baptism may conclude here or with the baptismal remembrance by the congregation. If the baptismal remembrance is not included, a hymn may be sung while those who have gathered at the font return to their places.
Baptismal Remembrance

The pastor may address the congregation in these or similar words:

P
When we were joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,


we were clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.


Together let us remember our baptism.


The pastor may give thanks:

P
Blessed are you, O God of grace.


From age to age you made water a sign of your presence among us.


In the beginning your Spirit brooded over the waters


and you created the world by your word,


calling forth life in which you took delight.


You led Israel safely through the Red Sea into the land of promise,


and in the waters of the Jordan, you proclaimed Jesus your beloved one.


By water and the Spirit you adopted us as your daughters and sons,


making us heirs of the promise and servants of God.


Through this water remind us of our baptism.


Shower us with your Spirit,


that your forgiveness, grace, and love may be renewed in our lives.


To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord


in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C
Amen.
The baptismal remembrance may continue with a hymn, song, or psalm, during which the congregation may remember their baptism through a symbolic gesture: water from the font may be sprinkled upon the people, worshipers may touch the water and trace a sign of the cross upon themselves, or another appropriate action may be used. Those who have gathered at the font may return to their places.

At the conclusion of this action, the pastor may address the congregation:

P
Almighty God,


who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit,


and bestowed on us the forgiveness of sins,


keep us in eternal life


through the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C
Amen.
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Affirmation by the Congregation

Affirmation by the congregation is intended for use on those occasions that call for an affirmation of the baptismal covenant by the whole congregation. Appropriate times for use include the Easter Vigil, he Baptism of Our Lord, Sundays during the season of Easter, the Day of Pentecost, and All Saints Day. The rite may also be used in connection with significant occasions in the life of a congregation, such as a congregational anniversary.

Within the Sunday liturgy, at the conclusion of the hymn of the day, the pastor comes to the baptismal font to lead the affirmation.

The pastor may note briefly the occasion for this affirmation.

Profession of Faith

The pastor addresses the congregation:

P
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

1


P
Do you believe in God the Father?


C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,



creator of heaven and earth.


P
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?


C
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,



and he will come to judge the living and the dead.


P
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?


C
I believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy catholic church,



the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting. Amen.
2


C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,



creator of heaven and earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,



and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy catholic church,



the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting. Amen.

Presentation

P
Dear friends, we give thanks to God for the gift of baptism


as we present ourselves before God this day


to affirm our baptism into Christ.

Prayer

The pastor may pray in these or similar words:

P
Let us pray.


Merciful God, we thank you


that you have made us your own


by water and the word in baptism.


You have called us to yourself,


enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit,


and nourished us in the community of faith.


Uphold your servants as we affirm


the gifts and promises of baptism,


and unite the hearts of all


whom you have brought to new birth


through this holy sacrament.


We ask this in the name of Christ.

C
Amen.
Renunciation of Evil

The pastor addresses the congregation:

P
As you affirm your baptism,


I ask you to reject sin and profess your faith in Christ Jesus.

P
Do you confess that you are a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness and salvation?

C
I do.
P
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,


the powers of this world that rebel against God,


and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

C
I do.
P
Do you believe in God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son of God, and the Holy Spirit?

C
I do.
P
Do you believe in Jesus Christ dying on the cross to forgive your sin?

C
I do.
P
Do you turn to Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?

C
I do.
Commitment

P
You have made public profession of your faith in Jesus Christ.


Do you intend to obey him, follow him, worship him,


and to live out your Christian life with all believers in the church:


to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,


to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word, deed, and faithful giving,


to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,


and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

C
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
Blessing

P
Let us pray.


We give you thanks, O God,


that through water and the Holy Spirit


you give us new birth, wash us from sin,


and raise us to eternal life.


Stir up in each of us the gift of your Holy Spirit:


the spirit of wisdom and understanding,


the spirit of counsel and might,


the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,


the spirit of joy in your presence,


both now and forever.

C
Amen.
Baptismal Remembrance

The pastor may address the congregation in these or similar words:

P
When we were joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,


we were clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.


Together let us remember our baptism.


The pastor may give thanks:

P
Blessed are you, O God of grace.


From age to age you made water a sign of your presence among us.


In the beginning your Spirit brooded over the waters


and you created the world by your word,


calling forth life in which you took delight.


You led Israel safely through the Red Sea into the land of promise,


and in the waters of the Jordan, you proclaimed Jesus your beloved one.


By water and the Spirit you adopted us as your daughters and sons,


making us heirs of the promise and servants of God.


Through this water remind us of our baptism.


Shower us with your Spirit,


that your forgiveness, grace, and love may be renewed in our lives.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 


in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C
Amen.
The baptismal remembrance may continue with a hymn, song, or psalm, during which the congregation may remember their baptism through a symbolic gesture: water from the font may be sprinkled upon the people, worshipers may touch the water and trace a sign of the cross upon themselves, or another appropriate action may be used. Those who have gathered at the font may return to their places.

At the conclusion of this action, the pastor may address the congregation:

P
Almighty God,


who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit,


and bestowed on us the forgiveness of sins,


keep us in eternal life


through the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C
Amen.
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