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Relative Toleration in the Reformation Context: Calvin’s View of Jews
ZHU Xiao
(Center for Judaic and Inter-Religious Studies, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, Shandong, China)

Abstract ; As for the “foretelling of Jesus’ Passion and Resurrection” chapters in Psalms, Calvin literally interprets them as
histories of King David and break the tradition of allegorical anti— semitic interpretations; He fully affirms the unity of Old
Testament and New Testament; Calvin considers God created essentially the same “old covenant” with Israelites as the “new
covenant” with the Christians; He insists that the Jewish Law has both negative and positive functions to Christians. His book
Ad quaestiones et obiecta Judaei cuiusdam responsio also reflects his relative toleration toward Jews compared to Christian
heresy. Calvin’ s relative tolerance to Jews and Judaism was closely related to his revelation theology and humanistic
background.

Key words : Calvin; literal interpretation; religious toleration
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