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On the contemporary transformation of traditional theodicy

—from Augustine s traditional theodicy to the philosophy of responsibility in Hans Jonas

Zhang Rong

( Department of Philosop hy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093)

Abstract: Augustine is one of the major representatives of traditional theodicy. His philosophical explanations of Original

Sin revealed the Free Will s ontological significance to the human being. However, this theodicy was overturned by Err

light enment and was gradually replaced by rationalism and subjective principles. At the same time, Kani s reason itself

was criticized by J. G. Hamann. Some philosophers who had religious background and were familiar with Existentialism

developed a new reflective way of modernity. T hey asserted to transform the traditional theodicy in the Postmodernism

sight and to combine it with modern reflection. Hans Jonas philosophy of responsibility is a constructive result which re

alized a creative transformation by combining traditional theodicy with modern reflection.

Keywords: Augustine; J. G. Hamann; H. Jonas; Theodicy; Philosophy of Responsibility



